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thing important to say to the King;" and thereupon he enters.
The King, surprised to see him, asks him what brings him
there, rises, and goes to him. Louvois draws him into the
embrasure of a window, and says he knows that his Majesty
is going to declare Puyguilhem grand master of the artillery;
that he is waiting in the adjoining room for the breaking up
of the council; that his Majesty is fully master of his favours
and of his choice, but that he (Louvois) thinks it his duty
to represent to him the incompatibility between Puyguilhem
and him, his caprices, his pride; that he will wish to change
everything in the artillery; that this post has such intimate
relations with the war department, that continual quarrels
will arise between the two, with which his Majesty will be
importuned at every moment.
The King is piqued to see his secret known by him from
whom, above all, he wished to hide it; he replies to Louvois,
with a very serious air, that the appointment is not yet made,
dismisses him, and re-seats himself at the council. A moment
after it breaks up. The King leaves to go to mass, sees Puy-
guilhem, and passes without saying anything to him. Puy-
guilhem, much astonished, waits all the rest of the day, and
seeing that the promised declaration does not come, speaks of it
to the King at night. The King replies to him that it cannot
be yet, and that he will see; the ambiguity of the response,
and the cold tone, alarm Puyguilhem; he is in favour with the
ladies, and speaks the jargon of gallantry; he goes to Madame
de Montespan, to whom he states his disquietude, and conjures
her to put an end to it. She promises him wonders, and
amuses him thus several days.
Tired of this, and not being able to divine whence comes his
failure, he takes a resolution—incredible if it was not attested
by all the Court of that time. The King was in the habit
of visiting Madame de Montespan in the afternoon, and of
remaining with her some time. Puyguilhem was on terms of
tender intimacy with one of the chambermaids of Madame de
Montespan. She privately introduced him into the room
where the King visited Madame de Montespan, and he secreted

